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The Equity: and Wiſdom of Ant 
NIS TRATION in Meaſures that have 
unhappily occaſioned the American 
Revolt, tried by the ſacred Oracles. 


A Cripture was in to bea light to our feet, 

8 and a lamp to our paths, as individuals, as 

connected one with another in family relati- 
ons, and as members of civil ſociety. In all theſes 
reſpects it is profitable for reproof, inſtruction and 
correction in righteouſneſs. It exhibits a variety 
of highly important facts and maxims, which well 
merit the ſerious attention of all concerned in the 
adminiſtration of government- That light there- 
fore ſhould not be put under a buſhel, but ſet on 
a candleſtick, that all may be enlightened, and that 
rulers and ſubjects may learn their reſpective obli- 
gations of duty, and diſcern the paths of juſtice and 
of ſafety. 

If rules of prudence and equity contained in the 
inſpired writings, have been violated in certain late 
tranſactions, and theſe violations are like to pro- 
duce conſequences, deſtructive to the Britith em- 

pire, it cannot be criminal, by attempting a proof 
of this, to recommend the ſpeedily adopting other 
and oppoſite meaſures. Deciſions given to queſti- 
ons by an infallible judge, if ſufficient evidence is 
indeed adduced that they have been given, muſt 
have more weight with every good Chriſtian, than 
attachment to a party, the ſhame of retracting an 
opinion which he hath warmly and openly eſpou- 

fed, and the danger of diſobliging men, whoſe fa- 
vour or reſentment may deeply affect his n 
intereſt. 

If the letters publiſned laſt year in ſome Ameri- 
can news papers, and aſcribed to Gr H——n, 
are genuine, it would ſeem that adminiſtration 
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had been adviſed by him, to alter the laws, abridge 
the liberties, and new model the charters of the 
New England colonies, long before the tea was de- 
ſtroyed at Boſton. I ſhall, however, go no further 
back in my remarks than the proceedings of parli- 
ament founded on that unhappy event, proceed- 
ings which ſome cenſure as raſh and ill-judged 
ſeverity, while others applaud as reaſonable and 
neceſſary acts of juſtice. Whether the pleas for 
the invading and deſtroying the Eaſt India compa- 
ny's property are ſtrong or weak: it muſt be allow- 
ed, that the heinous nature and aggravated circum- 
- ſtances of a crime, are no ſufficient reaſons for 
pronouncing actually guilty one or more ſuſpected 
and accuſed of that crime, even tho' they had 
ſtrong temptations, from intereſt or refentment, to 
commit it, and tho' there is ground to imagine they 
are not diſpleaſed that the crime was perpetrated. 
The Jewiſh law © judged no man before it heard 
* him, and knew what he did,” John vii. 51. Was 
this neceſſary, where only one individual was af- 
fected by a eee and does it become needleſs, 
where the ſentence falls on hundreds or thouſands ? 
In times of the Roman empire, no way conſpicuous 
for liberty or virtue, it was not their manner, © to 
& deliver any man to die, before he that was accuſ- 
© ed had the accuſers face to face, and had licence 
© to aniwer for himſelf, concerning the crime laid 
& againſt him,“ Acts xxv. 16. And is it the law of 
Britons, or ſhall it be their manner, to condemn 
and puniſh, not a fingle individual, but large cities 
or provinces, untried and unheard? Remarkable | 
are the words of God, Gen. xviii. 20, 21. ** Becauſe 
© the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and 
c becauſe their fin is very grievous, I will go down 
* and ſee, whether they do altogether according 
ce to the cry thereof, which is come before me; and 
« if not, I will know.” God, who perfectly know- 
eth all things without any ſearch, and enquiry, 
— ſpeak- 
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ſpe aketh thus in condeſcenſion to human weakneſs, | 
the more effectually to teach rulers. and judges an 
important leſſon, „Judge not men, condemn not 
© them as guilty, without the fulleſt and exacteſt 
© ſcrutiny. Be not haſty in pronouncing an unfa- 
© yourable ſentence, even when there. are ſtrong: 
« ſuſpicions, and probable accuſations. Many find 
ce it their intereſt to conceal the truth, or a part of 

© it, from princes: and either to extenuate or to 
“ aggravate what is wrong. Deſcend therefore to 

« ſee, leaft at a diſtance, you view things through 

«© a falſe and deceitful medium, and not as they re- 
ce ally are.” The malicious Haman procured from 

King Ahaſuerus a bloody edict for ſlaughtering 
many thouſands of his virtuous and loyal ſubjects, 

by artfully ſuggeſting, that the Jews were a rebelli- 

ous race, and that it was for the honour and ſafety 
of the Perſian empire, that ſo factious and turbu- 

lent a nation ſhould be utterly deſtroyed. See Eſth. 

iii. 8, 9, 10. In that caſe, a wicked prime miniſter 
was the prince's favourite. But the conſequences: 
may be equally fatal, when a prime miniſter, who 
means well, is himſelf deluded by a cunning go- 
vernor of a province. It merits attention, that. 
when Solomon ſpeaks, Eccl. v. 8. of “ the oppreſ-- 
* fion of the poor, and violent perverſion of judg- 
© ment and juſtice;“ he places the ſcene of theſe: 
evils “in a province.” The propriety of that cir=- 
cumſtance will appear, if we reflect, that in pro- 


vinces, efpccially when tar remote from the ſeat of: 


empire, malice finds it eaſieſt to obſcure and blac-- 
ken merit; and injuries and abuſes may be commit- 
ted, and yet the iniquity of them artfully veil'd 
from a wiſe and good prince, and only known to, 
and regarded by him who is higher than the 
„ higheſt.” Mexico and Peru are not the only 
countries, where profeſſed Chriſtians have caſt off 
compaſſion and humanity. A hiſtory of ſome bat- 
tles fought and fortunes acquired in the Eaſt: In- 
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dies, would perhaps, better than any paraphraſe, 
illuſtrate Solomon's remark. Yet, as the repreſen- 
tations we receive of ſuch matters are often dictat- 
ed by love or hatred, gratitude or reſentment, hope 
or fear, a ſtate is equally criminal in taking no 
notice of ſuch accuſations, and thus perhaps 
ſtrengthening the wicked in his wickedneſs; and in 
acting upon them as true, without a fair trial, and 
thus perhaps condemning and puniſhing the inno- 
cent. | 
When, from unfavourable reports, the child- 
ren of Iſrael ſuſpected, that the two tribes and a 
half were renouncing their religion and allegiance, 
they collected an army, that they might be in a 
proper ſituation, if neceſſary, to wage war with 
them: But, before they commenced hoſtilities, or 
proclaimed war, they did not reckon it a debaſing 
their dignity, to ſend an honourable embaſly, and 
to expoſtulate with them on their offenſive con- 
duct. The ambaſſadors executed their commiſſion 
with a zeal and boldneſs, tempered by candour and 
moderation: They liſtened with attention and im- 
partiality, to the ſpirited anſwer made to their ex- 
poſtulations; and with pleaſure they learned from 
it, that the ſuſpicions entertained by them and their 
conſtituents were altogether groundleſs. Both 
ſides were thankful, that mutual cantion, meek- 
neſs and condeſcenſion, had prevented their pro- 
voking God, by an unjuſt and unnatural war. The 
inſtructive hiſtory is recorded at large, with an e- 
loquence that muſt affect every one who hath an 
heart, Jcſh. xxii. 9—— 34. In an after period, 
when a ſhocking act of cruelty had been undoubt- 
edly perpetrated; when the criminals were fully: 
known, and when the community that ſhould have- 
puniſhed the crime, had been guilty of conniving at 
it; ſeverities againſt that community were not the 
frit ſtep. The Iſraelites, though juſtly ihcenfed at 
the conduct of Benjamin, would not however make 
war 
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war on that tribe, till they had demanded in vain 
Benjamin's delivering up to them the wicked men 
in Gibeah, who had murdered the Levites concu- 
bine. See Judges xx. 13. | 

Had ſuch flow and gentle methods been taken 
with the town of Boſton: Had commiſſioners of 
rank, integrity and ability been ſent to inveſtigate 
facts on the ſpot, and, if needful, ſecured by a 


military force from danger, in the faithful diſ- 


charge of that office: Had they been inſtructed to 
demand reparation for the loſs ſuſtained by the Eaſt 
India company, but to inflict no other puniſhment 
even on thoſe convicted of deſtroying the tea: pro- 
bably much blood and treaſure might have been 
ſaved, and harmony reſtored between mother coun- 
try and colonies. But reſentment, in that critical 
period, got the better of prudence; and an oppor- 
tunity was loſt of convincing the colonies of our 
power, without hurting them by the exerciſe of it; 
and of at once commanding their reſpect, and re- 
covering their affection. Diſtant provinces, it is 
not denied, may provoke and merit chaſtiſement : 
But what is ſtrictly juſt, may be utterly incxpedient z 
and guilt ſhould be aſcertained, by a more fair, 
open and equitable form of proceſs, than that of 
the court of inquifition, before ſentence is pro- 
nounced, or puniſhment inflicted. “ The begin- 


© ning of ſtrife is as When one letteth out water: 


{© therefore leave off contention before it be med- 
« Med with,” Prov. xvil. 14. 
No meaſure of ſeverity ſhould be more cautiouſly 


adopted, than depriving a community of long en- 
| Joyed privileges, and of laws and forms of juſtice, 


without which life and property muſt be left at the 
mercy of rulers. & Remove not the ancient land 
© marks, which thy fathers have ſet,” Prov. xxii. 
28. Ancient laws and immunities ſhould be equal- 
ly ſacred. Oppreſſion in theſe will make a wiſe man 
mad, and give the. ambitious and deſigning, the: 

means. 


means of inflaming the paſſions of the multitude, 
and of exciting to every act of violence. Changes 
of a conſtitution, and the diminution or deſtruction 
of legal ſecurity for liberty and religion, often re- 
coil on the adviſers, adopters, and executors of 
ſuch plans, and bring upon them the evils, in which 
they meant to have involved, or actually involved 
others. Of this, I ſuppoſe, Solomon warns, Eccl. 
x. 8, 9. He that diggeth a pit, ſhall fall into it; 
& and whoſo breaketh a hedge, a ſerpent ſhall bite 


© him. Whoſo removeth ſrones, ſhall be hurt 


te therewith ; and he that cleaveth wood ſhall be en- 
« dangered thereby.” What then ſhall I ſay of ſe- 


verities, where the neceſſary means of preſerving. 


life, and conſequently life itſelf, is affected; and 


where ſuch calamities muſt equally fall on the in- 


nocent and on the guilty. An apocryphal writer 
obſerves, Eccleſ. xxiv. 25. Bread is the life of the 
© poor; and he who deprives him of it, is a bloody 
c man.” In war, or in quelling a rebellion, it is 
acknowledged, this cannot be altogether avoided. 
But where leſſer diſorders or ſeditions may be re- 


preſſed, by gentler exertions of legal power, ſuch 
ſeverities cannot be juſtified. *©* He that condemn- 


cc eth the juſt-is an abomination to the Lord,” P/ ov. 
xvii. 15. The Father of mercics, for ten righteous. 


perſons would have ſpared a Sodom: It cannot then 


be acceptable in his ſight, that, in reſentment of 
real or 11naginary injuries, or in order to prevent 


their repetition, a puniſhment ſhould be inflicted, 
by which not only a ſcore or two of guilty perſons, 


but thouſands perfectly innocent, ſhall be reduced 
to the depths of wretchedneſs and diſtreſs. ; 

I with I could throw a veil over many tranſac- 
tions on both ſides, that have followed upon the 
Boſton port bill, and other acts of that ſeſſion of 


parliament. I will not affert, that the provincial 


and continental congrefles were meetings warranted 


by law. Let, as. many general aſſemblies in the dif- 
| ferent 
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ferent provinces had been diſſolved; and it was not 
to be expected, that governors would concur in pe- 
titions, repreſentations, or remonſtrances, oppoſite 
to their own ideas, and even arraigning their con- 
duct: Perhaps neceſſity warranted, at leaſt there 
was ſuch an appearance of it, as greatly excuſed the 
convocating theſe meetings. I wiſh the proceedings 
of ſome of them admitted as favourable a plea. I 
am ſenſible, that the provocations they had met 
with, could not promote calm and difpaſionate de- 


liberations. Still, however, I muſt regret, that 


claims, in my opinion, well founded, were ſupport- 
ed by ſevere language, and harſh meaſures, which 


have greatly widened the breach. The firſt conti- 


nental congreſs did well, in humbly petitioning his 
majeſty for a redreſs of their grievances. I am apt 
to believe, if the addrefles to their fellow ſubjects 
had been penned with greater delicacy and caution ; 
and if they had offered certain conceſſions, which 
they might have offered without endangering Ame- 
rican liberty; they would have happily experienced 


the truth of the maxims, Prov. xvi. 14. The wrath 


of a king is as meſſengers of death, but a wiſe 
% man will pacify it.” Eccl. x. 4. © If the ſpirit 
* of the ruler riſe up againſt thee, leave not thy 
«© place; for yielding pacifieth great offences.” 
Prov. xv. 1. A ſoft anſwer turneth away wrath, 
«© but grievous words ſtir up anger.“ Gentleneſs in 
ſpeech and behaviour will often allay heats, which 


rough language and harſh conduct will blow up to 
fury. But why ſhould I ſpeak of the faults of thoſe, 


whom I am not addrefling ? | 


Happy had it been, if the firſt ſeſſion of the pre- 


ſent parliament, had paid more regard to this max- 
im laſt mentioned. Superiority to the congreſs in 
meekneſs and condeſcenſion, would not have de- 


rogated from the dignity of that illuſtrous aſſembly. 
Softening reſentment, and conquering hearts, might 
bave ſecured, for ages, advantages to the Britiſh 

| | em- 


f 
: 
. 


S 9... — fy OT OTIS I. SE 


G ww 3 

empire, which force of arms may be unable to ac- 
quire, or at leaſt to preſerve. © In the light of the 
© king's countenance is life, and his favour is as a 
cc cloud of the latter rain,” Prov. xvi. 15. A plea- 
ſant look, a ſinile, a courteous anſwer from rulers, 
are almoſt irreſiſtible attractives. The rain that re- 
freſheth the parched earth, is not more delightfu], 


than the prince, or parliament, that tempers autho- 


rity with "gentleneſs. * Mercy and truth preſerve 
© the king: and his throne is upholden by mercy,” 
Prov. xx. 28. 

There is no article in the art of government 
more eſſential, than obſerving the riſe and progreſs 
of popular ferments, and preventing their breaking 
forth into convulſions ruinous to a ſtate. This im- 
portant branch of wiſdom Solomon recommends, 
Prov. xxvii. 23, 24. Be thou diligent to know 
© the ſtate of thy flocks, and look well to thy 
© herds. For riches are not for ever, neither doth 
© the crown endure to all generations.” Thou who 
art a ſhepherd and ruler of men, conſider well the 
ſtate of thy ſubjects and dominions, and what may 
hazard the loſs of the whole, or of any part of 
them. Beware of blindly truſting to the reports 
of thy ſervants, who from mercenary motives may 
conceal from thee danger in the critical moment of 
guarding againſt it. Remember, that the wealth, 
honour and territories of the beſt and wiſeſt mo- 
narchs, may be loſt through the ignorance and in- 
attention, the folly and raſhneſs of the heir of the 
crown.——Solomon's ſon and ſucceflor attended 
not to this caution. By not conſidering the hu- 
mours of his ſubjects, and prudently giving way to 
them, he accompliſhed his own ruin, which the 
ambitious Jeroboam would otherwiſe have been un- 
able to have accompliſhed. There were men in 
the ten tribes who meditated a revolt; but had Re- 
hoboam hearkened to the counſel of the old men 
that ſtood before Solomon his father, and anſwered 

the 
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the people with good werds, their deſigns would 
have been diſappointed, and the ten tribes would 
have remained his ſubjects for ever. What the 
young men that were grown up with him, and 
which ſtood before him, recommended as a firm 
ſteadineſs becoming the royal dignity, coſt him the 
loſs of the larger part of his dominions. Theſe 
raw, unexperienced and diſfipated counſellors, hop- 
ed to find ſupplies for their luxury, in the king's 
wealth, of which they might, by the diminution of 
taxes, be deprived. They urged, that yielding to 
the remonſtrances of the ten tribes would render 


them inſolent; that granting one demand would 
encourage another; and that, whatever was pre- 


tended, rebellion was deſigned. The pretext was 
ſpecious. Power loves to be flattered, and eſteems 
ondeſcenſion weakneſs. If, however, there was 
ground to ſuſpect a ſecret diſpoſition, in ſome able 
nd artful men, to diſunite the ten tribes from the 
kingdom of Judah; it was no ſound policy to fur- 
iſn theſe men with a plauſible argument, for gain- 
ng over to their meaſures, multitudes, who onl 
viſhed the redreſs of grievances, and as the old 
men juſtly ſuppoſed, would have been ſatisfied 
ith ſuch redreſs. © The thing which hath been, 
is that which- ſhall bez and that which 1s done, 
is that which ſhall be done: and there is no new 
thing under the ſun,” Eccl. i. 9. Would you 
now, what ſchemes are like to ſucceed or to miſe 
arry in time to come, ponder well, what ſchemes 


ges. 

1 am ſtruck with won4cr, when I read Eccl. ix. 
3 — 18. <« This vudom alſo have I ſeen under 
the ſun, and ſeemed great unto me. There 
was a lit: city, and few men within it, and there 
can 4 great king againſtit, and beſieged it, and 
»ullt great bulwarks . it. Now there was 


p found in it a poor wiſe man, and he by his wiſ- 


© dom 


ave proved proſperous o- unfortunate in paſt 
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ce dom delivered the city; yet no man remembered 
« that ſame poor man. Then ſaid I, Wiſdom is bet- 
te ter than ſtrength: nevertheleſs the poor man's 
« wiſdom is deſpiſed, and his words are not heard. 
© The words of wiſe men are heard in quiet, more 


ec than the cry of him that ruleth among fools. 


« Wiſdom is better than weapons of war; but one 
tc ſinner deſtroyeth much good.” Probably the e- 
vent that occaſioned this reflexion, was in time and 
place far remote from the tranſactions I am now 
canvaſſing: Yet, when I compare this paſſage of 
ſcripture, with the hazardous ſtate of the nation 
at the commencement of the late war, her delive 
rance by Lord Chatham's adminiſtration, the con 


tempt that hath ſince been thrown on the coun- 


ſels of that illuſtrious ſtateſman, and the conſe 
quences that have followed, and are like to follow 
from that contempt; I cannot help conſidering 
this as one inſtance among many, that whatſoever 
things were written aforetime, were written for out 
learning. In war, both contending parties mu 
ſuffer; and who ſhall finally ſucceed, is precariou 
Wiſdom hath other plans, more gentle and equita 
ble, and, at the ſame time, more ſure. Memorabl; 
were the words of Count Tilly, when preſented b 
the diet of the empire with his patent as generali 
amo: War is a game, where more or leſs is ha 
a Zarded, according to the paſſion of the gameſter 
- Sometimes there is a run of fortune in our f 
vours, and ſometimes againſt us: And whe 


e there is the greatek run in our favour, it ofte 


„happens, that either he who gains, continues 
„play, to increaſe his gain; or, he who loſes, wi 
© not quit the game, in holes of regaining what 
ce hath loſt. At length, fortu-e changeth ſide 
&© and the gainer loſes not only Wharve had going 
© but all that he had when he began to gan. , 
Say not, it would derogate from the honou. 
government, to renounce a plan adopted by . 
Pf 
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fucceſſive ſeſſions of parliament. He that heareth 
« reproof, getteth underſtanding, Prov. xv. 32. 
«© But he that hateth reproof is brutiſh,” Prov, xii. 1. 
It is the glory of God who cannot err, that he 
changeth not. It is the glory of man who is liable 
to miſtakes, to renounce his errors, not to retain 
them. An injury is renewed, when it is not, if 
poſſible, repaired. Nations may do wrong as well as 
individuals, and thereby juſtly expoſe themſelves to 
the diſpleaſure of the Almighty : And if they have 
done wrong, repentance is impoſſible, unleſs they 
acknowledge the wrong, and, to the beſt of their 
power, redreſs it. It was the misfortune of the 
Perſian empire, that the edicts of their princes, when 
enacted and promulgated with the uſual forms, 
could not be repealed. This conſtitution deprived 
Ahaſuerus of Queen Vaſhti, and put it out of his 
power to ſave from deſtruction a numerous nation of 
faithful ſubjects, unleſs by an expedient that ſhed the 
blood of multitudes, who withed and attempted 
that deſtruction. Nay, this conſtitution would have 
deprived Darius of an able, faithful, and juſtly va- 
lued prime miniſter, if God had not remarkably in- 
terpoſed for his preſervation, and reſtrained the 
fierceneſs of the lions. Surely, theſe things were re- 
corded to inſtruct future ages and all the ends of the 
earth, that pride and obſtinacy ought not to betray 
governors to purſue a plan, which they are con- 
vinced it would have been more equitable and ex- 
pedient for them, never to have adopted. If Bri- 
tain and America muſt contend, let it be for the 
honour, which ſhall be the firſt in confeſſing a 
fault, and in offering reſtitution or compenſation: 
and which ſhall be the moſt forward in forgiving 
and forgetting real or imaginary injuries. It was 
true greatneſs of ſoul in Abraham to yield to Lot, 
though Lot was his inferior, and had criminally 
connived at his herdſmen in injuring Abraham's. 
Juſtice requires our * when we are ſenſible 

5 we 
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we are in the wrong. Compaſſion, univerſal bene- 
volence, and a prudent regard to our intereſt, may 
make it fit and laudable in us to yield, what ano- 
ther is wrong in demanding. Ahaſuerus was raſh 
and imprudent in the demand he made upon his | 
ueen. She was raſh and imprudent in refuſing to 
comply with his demand: And he was moſt of all 
ſo, in the puniſhment inflicted for that refuſal. | 
If Britain and her colonies perſiſt in proſecuting 
their oppoſite claims by force of, arins, and eſpecially | 
if either ſide call in the aid of France or Spain, it | 
muſt probably iſſue in the ruin of both countries. : 
And yet, from the preſent appearances on both ſides [ 
t 
0 
f 


4 the Atlantic, it 1s but too probable, that the things 
| which belong to our common peace, may, in the 


: proper, the only ſeaſon of ſecuring them, be hid 
wu - from their and from our eyes. I am no prophet, t 
#* or prophet's ſon. I give no heed to impreſſions : 1 
nf And though I have paid ſome attention to the ſigns, tl! 
, of the times, I am conſcious, I may be miſtaken in n 
[ judging them, and I heartily wiſh events may ſhow, f. 
1 that I am miſtaken. They who are at caſe in Zion, g 
75 will deſpiſe and laugh at me, as dreaming of a b 
5 very improbable danger. But, perhaps, the day t! 
1 is not far diſtant, when the ſincere friends of his es 
[ majeſty's perſon and government may find cauſe ea 
1 enough to mourn and weep. The intereſt of re 


Roman Cutholics may excite them, and their reli- pc 
gion allows them, at leaſt ſuch of them as have i nc 
Jeſuits for the directors of their conſciences, to pro- tic 
feſs loyalty, and to puſh on violent meaſures againſt I 
the Americans, that the way may be paved for ſet- th. 
ting on the throne a popiſh Pretender. © He that th. 
& hateth, diſſembleth with his lips, and layeth up thy 
& deceit within him. When he ſpeaketh fair, be- no 
« Heve him not: For there are ſeven abominations is a 
« in his heart,” Prov. xvi. 24, 28. Faithful ſer 
& are the wounds of a friend; but the kiſſes of an ¶ the 
enemy are deceitful,“ Prov. xxvii. 6. Squire ſent * 
| Out 
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out of Spain to poiſon Queen Elizabeth, to conceal 
his traiterous deſigns, prayed with a loud voice, 
God ſave the queen. And when Gifford, Hodgſon, 
and other Engliſh prieſts at Rheims, had employ- 


ed one John Savage to aſſaſſinate her majeſty : 


they, at the ſame time, wrote a paſtoral letter to the 
Engliſh Roman Catholics, not to diſturb the govern- 
ment, or attempt any thing againſt their queen : 
Nay, to amuſe the queen and council, they got a 
report ſpread, that one of her majeſty's gentlemen 
penſioners had ſworn her death, and had received 
a ſum of money from the Duke of Guiſe for that 
purpoſe. ls it wife to entruſt our religion and li- 
berty to the promiſes of ſuch men, whoſe conſcien- 
ces muſt applaud, not condemn them, for breaking 
faith with: heretics ? Is there no medium between. 
the cruelty of perfecuting Roman Catholics for their 
religious principles, and the madneſs of furniſhing 
them with means and opportunities for effecting a 


new revolution, and perſecuting the proteſtant 


faith, The nation ſeems aſleep, inſenſible of dan- 
ger, and not like to awake, till guarding againſt it 
becomes too late. Mean time, every good man, 
though his hopes of ſucceſs may be ſmall, ſhould 


exert his utmoſt influence to prevent ſo dreadful a 
cataſtrophe. If from timidity, or mercenary inte- 


reſted motives, thou who canſt ſpeak, and haſt op- 
portunities of ſpeaking where it may be uſeful, yet 
notwithſtanding altogether holdeſt thy peace; na- 


tional calamities may be averted in ſome other way: 


while, in the juſt vengeance of heaven, thou and 
thy houſe periſh. And who knoweth, whether 
thy influence, thy high office, thy eminent talents, 
thy ſeat in parliament, or at a council table, were 
not beſtowed upon thee for ſuch a time as this? It 
is an acceptable ſacrifice to the Father of all, to pre- 
{ſerve alive one of his children, and much more 
thouſands of them. He is a blind or mercenary 
watchman, who, when _— fall out, which in- 
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neglects to give warning. To him that knoweth to 
do good, and doth it not, to him it is ſin. God 
ſeems to be addrefling us by his providence, as of 
old by an expreſs revelation he addreſſed Baruch, 
Jer. xlv. 4, 5. © Behold, that which I have built, 
& will I break down; that which I have planted, I 
« will pluck up, even this whole land. And ſeek- 
* eſt thou great things for thyſelf ? ſeek them not.“ 
Moſes and David whoſe lives were ſo precious, were 
yet willing to purchaſe, at the expence of them, the 
ſafety of an ungrateful and rebellious people. See 
Exod. xxxili. 9, 10. 31, 32. and 2 Sam. Xxxiv. 17. 
They knew that power was beſtowed upon them 
only for the ſake of the public good, 1 Kings x. 9. 
And for the ſake of the public good, they were 


willing not to renounce that power only, but even 


life itſelf. Shall ſubjects then, for the ſake of eaſe, 
fortune or reputation, refrain from doing the little 
they can, to prevent the ruin of an once flouriſhing 
and united empire ? Surely, none but a Cain will 
ſay in ſuch a caſe, © Am I my brother's keeper ?” 
If indeed thou loveſt thy country, let not every 
appearance of hazard, deter thee from exertions to 
promote her beſt intereſt. 'This is a being wiſe over 
much, and thus deſtroying thyſelf, as to that uſe- 
fulneſs, which is the great end of life. Seldom will 
men reſolve to any gocd and valuable purpoſe, if 
they reſolve on nothing attended with difficulty and 
danger. He that obſerveth the wind, {hall not ſow; 
and he that obſerveth the clouds, ſhall not reap,” 
Feel. xi. 4. The worthieſt deſigns, the moſt pru- 
dent plans, and the moſt bold and vigorous endea- 
vours to carry them into execution, may fail of ſue- 
ceſs. Chuſe however the path that appears to thee 
the wiſeſt and beſt, walk in it, and leave events to 
that Providence which doth all things well. And 


let every one who regards his duty and intereſt, 
prepare for the evil day. Such preparation will not 
haſten 


vite beaſts of prey to devour and deſtroy a flock, 
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haſten it: and may prevent its overtaking us un- 
awares. | 
Let us not be ſevere in condemning or puniſhing 
conduct, of which our injuſtice, or at leaſt impru- 
dence hath been in ſome meaſure the guilty cauſe ; 
or conduct, that in ſimiliar circumſtances would 
have been our own. Spirit in defence of our natural 
or legal privileges is truly laudable. When the ma- 
ſtrates of Philippi had infringed Paul's rights as a 
Roman citizen, he boldly defended theſe rights, 
complained that the magiſtrates had beaten him, a 
Roman, being uncondemned ; refuſed to be private- 
ly ſent away out of priſon, and inſiſted that the 
magiſtrates themſclves ſhould come and fetch him 
out. Such magnanimity may be oppoſite to the 
ideas of Chriſtianity entertained by the ingenious 
and benevolent Mr. Soames Jennings. But the 
great apoſtle of the Gentiles, did not account it op- 
poſite to the ſpirit of the goſpel. Not to feel, not 
to expreſs a warm indignation, when any man, or 
body of men, hath, as we apprehend, violated our 
privileges as free Britons, argues a baſe, ſervile, 
degenerate heart. If we praiſe in Britons a love to 
liberty, and a jealouſy of whatever may hurt her, 
let us not blame theſe feelings in Americans. Let 
us not too rigorouſly reſent unjuſtifiable exceſſes 
occaſioned by theſe feelings. If the courage and 
conduct of our armies gain victories, let the gene- 
roſity and moderation of our rulers conſtrain the 
eſteem and gratitude of the conquered, and render 
permanent the fruits of our triumphs. 
Let it not be thought preſumption, that I offer ad- 
vice to thoſe, whoſe ſuperior rank and character, 
whoſe good intentions, and whoſe political know- 
ledge, I dutifully reſpect. The wiſeſt and beſt may 
be profited by the counſel of men much inferior to 
them in wiſdom and goodneſs. David found bene- 
fit by hearkening to the counſel of Abigail, 1 Sam. 
XXV.: Of the woman of Tekoah, 2 Sam. xiv. 12. 
Nay, 


(> 


Nay, even of Joab, though Joab was a bad man, and 


gave his advice, not in courtly and ſubmiſſive, but 
in harſh and arrogant language, 2 Sam. XIX. 5. 
Though for good reaſons the adminiſtration of go- 


vernment muſt be entruſted to a few : Yet, others 


ſhould have acceſs to petition or remonſtrate a- 


gainſt the conduct of thoſe thus intruſted. Other- 


wiſe a few favourites may combine to deceive a vir- 


tuous prince, or prime miniſter, who only fees with 
their eyes, and hence frowns on faithful friends, 
and ſquanders away favours on treacherous enemies. 
«© Where no counſel is, the people fall,“ provinces 
or whole empires are ruined : ©« But in the multi- 
© tude of counſellors there is ſafety,” Prov. xi. 14. 
Stateſmen had need to remember the admonition, 
Prov. iii 5, 7. Lean not to thine own underſtand- 
«© ing. Be not wiſe in thine own eyes.” Do not 
imagine, that your eyes are quick-ſighted and pene- 
trating enough, to perceive every thing. 

To thoſe, who on account of the religious ſen- 
timents and character of the New Englanders, de- 
ſpiſe them, or even hate them, and wiſh their de 
ſtruction, theſe reflections will appear the rovings 
of a wild fanatic. I covet not their approbation, 


That naughtineſs cannot be hid from God, that, | 


mouths full of curſing and bitterneſs, bewray even 
unto men. The Sovereign of the univerſe will re- 
ſent what is wiſhed, deviſed, or done againſt, any 
individual, or community, from hatred of religion, 
as wiſhed, deviſed, or done againſt himſelf. God, 
who bore with patience the idolatries and impieties 
of Ahab and Jezebel, doomed them to deſtruction 
for ſhedding Naboth's innocent blood. He that 
hateth a Chriſtian in his heart, for the image of 
God, and for the truth's ſake that is in him, is a 
murderer of that Chriſtian : Nor will the meanneſs 
of his ſtation, or the depth of his cunning, con- 
ceal his deteſtable character, from the notice of 
the King and Friend of faints, whoſe awful venge- 

ance 


( 


ance it madly provokes. For ſuch I write not, tho? 
I heartily pity them, and ſhall rejoice, if this oc- 
caſional caution, founded on the ſacred oracles, a- 
larm and profit any among them. TI write for thoſe 
of different ranks, who, though on principles 
which I think erroneous ; yet, from virtuous and 
honourable motives, adviſe or approve the preſent 
American meaſures. I write for men, whom un- 
feigned piety, ſincere attachment to Proteſtant prin- 
ciples, and undiſſembled regard to our preſent hap- 

eſtabliſhment in church and ſtate, render in- 
capable of ſuch malevolence : or who are preſerv- 
ed from it, by humanity and ſweetneſs of temper. 
From them, my reflections may expect a candid 
attention, and a favourable reception, in ſo far as 
they merit it. 


May ſome counſellor of peace be bleſſed, to turn 
the heart of the fathers to the children, and 
the heart of the children to their fathers, leaſt 


God come, and {mite the Britiſh empire with 
a curſe! | | 
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